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  Audio Description:  What’s Available 
Audio description, the verbalization of key visual aspects of an event (such as a play or movie) for people with visual impairment, is increasingly available throughout the USA.  But are you taking full advantage of audio description offerings?

The Audio Description Project, an initiative of the American Council of the Blind, has been offering information on audio description to both users and providers of description since 2002.  Topics include theatrical description; description for museums and tours; description included with movies, DVDs, and Blu-ray discs; description on television (formerly called video description), and streaming services (like Netflix and Disney+).

For example, did you know:

· Many Broadway shows and plays are described (for free) in ___________ (fill in an appropriate city here __________)?  Examples would be productions at ________________ and _____________________.
· With the conversion to digital projectors in movie theaters, converted theaters are required to offer audio description headsets free to patrons for most first-run movies on all screens.  For example, every Regal movie theater (such as _____ in ______) now offers description.

· Over 1500 DVDs and Blu-ray discs have audio description tracks, with 125-150 added annually.
· The subscription streaming video services Apple TV+, Disney+, HBO Max, Hulu, Netflix, Peacock, Paramount+, Peacock, and Prime Video offer thousands of described shows and movies, while iTunes, Google Play, and Vudu offer many for rent or sale.  Other services are under pressure to do so.
· Over 300 TV shows are audio described on the nine FCC-mandated networks plus others.
So how do you find out what videos come with description tracks, what shows (live and on TV) are audio described, and how do you activate description on your TV?  We don’t have the space to explain everything in this article, but here are two resources for you.

1. Visit the Audio Description Project at adp.acb.org and poke around.

2. Read a presentation entitled “Introduction to the ADP Website Features” (in the “Also of Interest” section of the website).

If cost is a problem, remember that all description is free, after you pay the same price that anyone else would for a service.  So it’s free on TV, comes with your Netflix and other streaming service subscriptions, DVDs will include description in many cases, and hopefully you will find description available in local theatres and museums.  Yes, accessing description on TV can sometimes be a pain, but learn how to do it (the website will help), and you will get a lot more out of your favorite TV shows.
You can also get notified about newly released videos with description and other key events of interest by following the “Audio Description Project” on Facebook or Instagram, or @ADPwebmaster on Twitter.
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